
RELIGIOUS.
Yesterday's Budget of Ser¬

mons.

Tin* Anatomy of Ilepentuucs and the Dismal
Swamp of Utter Negalicn.

Beeclier on Billiards and
Board Bills.

Catholic and Protestant Views
of the Pope.

PREPARE Y: m WA'r OF THE LORD!

The Thro! i'r:il Aspr; ts of Swiidal, Faith,
RipnliHeanisin and Happiness.

Wo pi.uli '.i bolow mi jut renting auil carefully
n-p ir' -'i coll* o !t»ii of the principal sermons do-
llvered n uie cuurche* of (he city and

suburbs yesterday. Inn i>racln.r air of a

blight suiHiilny !'<" tuber mrjin.ng, no doubt,
et'iurlbi.ir'i >1 to nu' large aamber*
of the audiencc tliy* .M<:n<r. .. nearly all Che places
<>r putWi wuriiii". 1 11 v i- also evident from the

geneml rarnc f" s f'ta' pervade! uiest or the con¬

gregations timi tl? "'i ctteiuiatieo « a . mostly duo
to Hi Mr Hi- ducts (i religious duly that, in

s; lit' .< ill i ootnv .s:aieuicat» «»f -eveial clergy-
111. n, it! characterize Hi majority of New Yorkers,
in e morning a few gathering dakea of fcaow loll
from the skv, but this wa-i but an excltoment of a

few iii,in.fr-' duration, aud the dar uas*ed oif tu

pleasant unshino.

» \n. .v;> cm!M:».iri<n w. c:ur<h.

Si-rinin 1»> lli'v. iirerrill Uichnrdson. Vivid
I*u i |iii I'or I'nynl >»4 llie « liar.i. trr ot l!»e
l*iler:m Fathers. !loiwe*j»u»i Trmh.t
i:i.i<nn-iiity Tul<(.
The V'\v Eui'land Congregational church, corner

of Mad xi iii 'in,ire and Kjttysoventh street, accus¬
tomed to b iQj; well filled every Sunday morning,
through tii" u rowing populantv of Its n -w minister,
Rev. Mi. an kieiiardsoii, was y -!crd;y morning
crowded in s utmost capacity, it is uo to bo
wondered at. The occasion wa- on" of unusual In¬
terest. it had b en anuaunced that tho subject of
the seruiou would be

olr r 'UKKiTijr? :.s,
or in oil" w>nls an anniversary -rmon of tueland-
Ing oi i'.c pilgrim* ou Plymouth Ruck. 1'lic tlierae
vtu* one in wli.cu the congregation, largely made up
ot \ew l-iiigiand pee .lc, iiati ally fi'lt an interest,
and ail felt that it was one In which tie best powers
and >-io<juent energ!' < or Kev.Mi. Richardson would
reveal themselves. A New l'.nglaader himself aud
edataied m its Puritan principles. it- uard, olaiit
..h* rarer, »utteno<|, of course, ot its asperities by
modern culture, .-till a: aches to luui. i Ic preached
baldly, e!o<pi'm: l.v; pre bud with un elo¬
quence he has ae\er pmacued before;
preached Willi an erUtliL aisat iie theme iHeil
inspire* in t!<e true .New K:>glMd lie.irt:
preached a .troncr, load. i mse'ilar m-, inon. Alter
the com :n- em ei the customary oreiatory exercises
ol prayer, reading tin .. p. ores ami tinging he
anneanc d iia ou i. -a' «« morning the -tan-

jeototn- :i luoii vv ouj'1 i><- appropriate to Christ¬
inas, an tliea ioliowed

Till. SEBMOV.
His test w.. . i'r ..-xrii., 6. Tltegtory olcUli-

dnu is their ia .. ;-i. "l.vo hundred and iifty
year- a o.'li u. "the Ma, differ landed at
Pl.imonta n : t ot ir.'.s montn," It contained
!>;... Iiuud; .... e men, women and 0111!-
«i 11. lie ioij to call their attention to the
in) ro: mi :ui are called oar lorefatiiera.

and ti« Miow waer.m ,ve can glory in them, liotn
Canjlea'mi Macau!;;.. have called tne sailing of that
little vessel the

of. fcVKST IN MOD.ittN HIHTOBY.
,. , r mi was sien uunotice.l of the

wo .d. '1 vuUooa >. a 1 r;agr 1 eii«; gh. It wa-
w. 1. »-vev the coast was 101-
li. 11I .'in !. .>. ami d In Northern
Vnginta. or at u.e nioutu 01 t'ae Hudson. Having
ii. ..1. in-. Kutnv of lie various fcueines
10 ii -v.ii'i n .a r 1. .»,( 1U.se11s.sed union#
1 ;.e 0. e: iMins ;>it i«, iii'b mder or wtcMtv of
iii, ci»pt..in ih-.' <-a::i«; > la a I hundreds or miles

.ii'i .a e. lor* escaped being
tae home ot t ne

i.\ 1, rru cm .rims.
-rtn a i'r 1 o n eatii,

Kuu^ii new 1bein a.s we will,
vi. a.-.':! ,i . a i.-r the Pilgrims in

I, 'i an 1 aw lor li ill a.d aud In the tiist
} a » iit... ..... i;t no the -1 cai;er gave

,ue i._ as wny .1" y ><: v rihv ot li ..or. I lie
lirst e we a.eo in >an .. ..... -n, iace long
>¦ .. .in*, 'i Hi- in r .0,001 llberu ami tue rights
<. met. liit 1 1 wa> uoi mo d so much as principles
win i;i a e sha| i| the insntu-
i: 4 public. uui latlifti.i ..ud the other
. fi nM liist .- tiled he i.a n-mand Middle

>. «... 1 -t 11 1. as oup.i.soti 10 Roinanuml.
.rut.-; "¦ ti 11 ;u ;u.fi liaie 1 desiiotisin borhtn
Mate 1. 111 iiicy x.iv..i'ed du .11011 iu <>ppo-
Miit'tt io ir"itii ae a a e.-ttrai gi ry .aaaeottmeat
o' tiai aa siioui'i be :uiuvi:ted. M hen Hie
in n w a d .0 111 t luiica are worthy 01
lioni 1 is ,1 religious du;> to render 11. No fabu-
lmiB 1.1 - iiioiu. w'k Know the men and
wo; ;i,ey iii.it.-. i.r.ei aud lir.nlfoi-ii, ami Wins-
lo'.v .oil VViiiliiop.men .1 ,ortu*i! and
ruiiur -ami Urtws!er, ilie ruing elder, ai
wliese neuse the e pilgrims met for wor-
»lnp tu Knglaml, and 1. a .lain Man-li-li ol mili-
i.ai.v i.tnav -wese liieui ail as they caiue here
and eater up 11 th ir toll. Hi ir n.mio's \\ita
tinn v 01 01 are 1 ;aed to the coaipaik drawn
in the eaiuu »i iue lay .loiver, tiiat wa-. the "germ
<ti Ami-, .til 1 r Alter dwelling with
eloytn m euiuuslasm upon ilils point.an eloiiuoiice
« h«- pertiue.n iun came li iine to the attention
and hfa l tu <¦¦ ¦¦' : lica. n -lie dw-.t with llKe eio-
Hiieiue f ,.- g!«ry thai «. nr lorofathera earned
aud riohiy ineriieil iai tiigu theii great,

A'.' :ii'i j a 0 in- iii.vcE
and nieii- r« ->i. stou ive newn^nt. it wan an

ticie to 11 ioed -'teieoelvi; !n;tcver new troth
iingi.i tie ma-ie Known in,m the Word of Go 1.''
'1 1*.'O 1 .lo-ti.i ni,'., mis never persecuted otiiers
mr ojtini't. Hi -v eil 111 peace '.v ith other cole-
nies and w i'U in, it, i-i uioes. Tney paid a ereat
price >1 engiua m ..cm, and tnej handed it down
to tuetr :e Uy. Tliey were not encourage. 1 by
visions u in- luture glory if this country. They
saw none ol the results which we naif see. Duty
and «.o.i a e were tneir guides and their
rewards. Meu wo dd go iar ami suffer mucli
In. a p! n e in i, ry wtiu ii the Pilgrims now hold.
But :he.v m i im 0 much as see one cluster of
grapes from the promised land, 'i'uey tasted not of
its milk ami it- ,vy. They dreamed 01 no mines
<0 iver anil goi i. 'i il, ttardsnips, suiTeriug.these
W»it!tu price pari. They

UAI KKL" llY FAITH.
1,00'ti lu upon tuai busy hive as tney bring out

tn- :t 1 tw and li.tmniors and augers and nails aim
po and m 1 md light their camp lires and
iHjgin their l<>k, ca'tius. The forests ring with tire
sound 01 tin* a* and the son en of praise. Every
man to 11*3 work. Having drawn a most vivid pu>
ture ci tin n primitive life lie next considered the

a. 1;. IS -Il I'll I.1K LAISOKS.
Other colon i«s seirt-rt -along ine const. And the

.'homespun Ine-' w men for a century ami a hall
th -y lived; ihi.tr plum larmlionses, tuelr domestic
luaitni u tnri'i, Hit- large families t hey rented and
cduiiiu'd; tii town met^ings.those nut. ortes of
ireetm-ii; the schooino'ises in every nt-igiiiior.
hood- the suv foundation of republics; the
open Bible and free churches, without which
1 nil) 1 rii ami iiuious iiii"i y degenerate into ue-
i'Oti«ni; 1 ,e lands owned by Hie cultiv.it »rs, giving
dn/imv 10 laner; thesa form a history more ao-.or.j-
lng 'tj ,< ledectivt- mln-i than any romance. Th se
prepare ih . way tor <mr coinlorts andluxuiies,
our thiivmg towns aim marts of commerce. The-<e
nm<t;;ic«'s oi the past secured our condition ol
gieau- t nt lire and eie«anee; our oosUier elinrches
iiinl fii.t I-., ca genci alien iocs muen; bat each
lion Iniit I more. < nu latavrs laid tue louuda*
turns oi o'si prosperity. Tliey were "such stuff" as
great n a: h i-io ma le of. All honor 10 them. Let
us eat ii .t-a.e of meir pirit and carry forward tue
work w 1. a they iheioieall) begun. ITtelr domain
has

wid-'.nki) isro a continent.
On Hie b*nk» oi the s-u-rame to,
1 >n tw! Bonwy en .. i of Oi f-gon,W e lieai' the ireu o( pi .fi 4
oi uitiioru.fr.1 -. ,t

. Th® ftril lu* v tim wiives wMN BSob
Sbail loll * hiiinan tea.

in two anti a half centuries mo 0 three hundred
millions will inhabit tins land, wti.n shall i>e iiieir
destiny Shall the ltistltu.ious of our lorefathers,
improved and mad 1 .strong, ana n I'tieu how
much ren.aini to be done I lc wa ie duty of alt,
ho enforce") in conclusion, to noui: 1 the grua ih oi
me same

-nisu-i Of FS nitDOM AND OOSI'El. 11KU ;.(»>.
which we; earij sown by the J'llgrim aiiers, A
lliuc-o. he fti.ci iflce of our lather- 1 oald make this

whole land blesaom. Already ttie Are* of liberty in
oilier countries arc kindled from (hm cand o not in
the wilderuetis." While wo glory lu oar ancestors
lei us livo und labor that tne millions to come after
us may nave reason to honor our memory. H Ik
rarely a sermon h listened to with hucIi earuest,
such deeply absorbing. *uch continuously riveted
Hinrli breathless and spell-bound atientlon. lie lu-
fused Ills own enthusiasm Into all his hearers.
Though nearly an no ir was occupied lu its delivery
It seemed a much shorter ume. and as the last words
fell irom his lips the deep love and holy veneration felt
for these, our forefathers, waa mtensliled Into a

deeper and more abiding earnestness.
Singing, prayers mid benediction, as usnal, ter¬

minated the exercises.

ST. JOSEPH'S CAlilOIJC CUDKCII.

iScroiun by lh» l.'ov. Father llunpliy- urh«
Acceptable 'i Inif."

Tho Rev. Father Dunpliy preached the sermon at
St. Joseph's churcli yesterday. He took his text
irom the gospel of tlie day. After alludlug to the
first advent of the Saviour tie spoice ol the festival
of Christmas. It was a custom as old as the world,
bo said, lor people to celeorate with unusual
ceremony, uot only the actual first da/
of a hero, but each anniversary of U

was always regarded as an occasion for

rejoicing. The event which Christians were now

preparing to celebrate was one far more worthy a

grand celebration than any other which had ever

been celebrated in the world. Wo were now at the

close of
A MASON or rKWABATION,

and as wo felt the "great day" drawing nigh, the

though t.whetlior we willed It or not, naturally forced

Itself upon our minds that another year had been

tok.cn from our lifetime since last we had honored
the festival. Iu spite of our joys, reflections would
come up before us, and we could not help look¬
ing forward, at the same tune, to the
.second advent of the Saviour, when He shall cotno
amid clouda with areat power and majesty to Judge
every man according to Ins works, it was at this
l t hour ol the season thai tne Church, like "a
voice in lie wilderness," called upon us to repent.
A year had passed since last the suine voice had
made it.-elf heard, and yet how many had there been

w ho had listened to it with Indifference 1 He would
noi undertake to sav what hail been the late ol all
tno j wiio, during the year, had

PASSED AWAY FROM THIS MFK,
but, at any rate, we could now profit by their expe¬
rience and understand the lessons and' teachings of
tne ( lunch which they, no matter wluit their fate
might be, would never again have an opportunity of
hearing. What did tne language ol the Gospel lu
connection with this great lestival of Christmas
teach - When the Lord began Ills public life cod
called forth from the desert 01 Palestine a man wno
had lived In solitude, praying and fasDuig.
John the Baptist, lie came forth as the forerunner
< f tho first origin Light winch was to illuminate

t lie entire world, lie came to preach to mankind
the "grand event" by preaching the remission of

¦ ins. Those to whom iic had uttered words of salva-
uon had slept for agc.i In the dust; yet to-day, like
John the Baptist, the Church cried out to every man
to repent and prepare lor the comiug of tho Saviour.
Its voice was

Til K VOICK IN TUB WII.OEKN'HSS,
und the words spoken by the glorious saint eltrhreen
it mired years ago had lo.it none of their signlileauce
in our day.
The reverend father then went on, at con¬

siderable length, to show that the way
Catholics snould give proper heed to the
voice of the Church was to approach
the confessional and become reconciled to Cod,
They should uot post poue the day of their return to
Cod, he said, for any reason. Now was ' the ac¬
ceptable nine," not to-inorio.v, or next week or
i) \t mouth, lor the present was only ours, and no
one could guarantee what might be lu store for us In
the future. Tlie Church, which, like a kind mother,
orditiard;. made It a loving request to ask her chil¬
dren to approach the sacraments, at the present
time turned that request into an Imperative de¬
mand.

LEXINGTON AVE VI E PKESBY I CHlEttU.

Tin. !Uv. Mr. lingo on the Tyranny of the
lion,an Catholic C'barch.

Owing, doubtless, to the severe cold weather
winch the denizens of the metropolis experienced
yeaterda.v, many of the lashionable up town
churches were not nearly so well lllled at the morn¬

ing service as might have been wished. This was

particularly the case with that unique little struc¬
ture above n;i moil, which Is situated on the corner
of Lexington avenue and Forty-sixth street, as its
pew s were not more than half occupied, which is
really a very rare thing. Upon invitation of the
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Hugo orticlated 111 the pulpit,
ami, al hough his discourse cannot with truth be
styled an eloquent, one, it was, nevertheless , very in¬
teresting.

TUE TEXT

was selected from II. Timothy, 11., 9."But the word
j or God is not bound." Paul, said the speaker, was

| thrown into prison because of Ms religion, and so
were u (feat mauv good and pious men at a not

very itmote period, and that too by those who pro-
fe. > ! to worship God in spirit and In truth, but
who. nevertheless, could not bear to see any one else
worship him uule-s they conformed wholly to their
be I, viz, the Roman Catholic. Of all other religious
sects on :ie face of the earth, the Roman Catholics
av re. lie thought, pre-eminently tyrannical, and lie
h..d hud tt.it cause to believe them so, lor ue was by
birth and education a Hungarian, and had lcit most
severely the tyranny of that bioodtlilr. ty monster,
his (JalhoUc Majesty,

the kmperor of Arstria.
Fli lien vears ago, when the famous Concordat

was made public, iie and his lather were Protestant
minis era iu Hungary, and tliry both attended tue
CoM '.'uUi'ii which was soon alter held lor the pur-
pose or drawing up aud signing a petition to the
Austrian Emperor, praying that thev might be
alloweJ to educate their children and worship Cod
according to tue dictates of their own conscience.
His father, who was then a very old man, attached
In - signature, with others, to tue petition; but he
himseif, betsg then quite a young man, and not
regularly m .ailed as a pastor oi any particular
church, did not sarn it. His hearers Knew full well
the late of tho^o who had, as the Emperor termed It,
the temerity to sign that paper. Ilis venerable lather
was oondenued to solitary confinement for a period
oi seven years, and had all his estate confiscated.
Ait r undergoing live of the seven years sentence he
died iu tils ceil and ht3 ushes were not allowed a de¬
cent burial. lie himself was exiled lrom Ills native
land, and had, too. all lus property confiscated
merely because Ue attended the assembly, This was
a sample ol the

HullAN CATHOLIC TYRANNY.
Tie Is now, lie sum, at liberty to go home provlaed

he wili sign a paper declaring ins eternal allegiance
in Austria, admit ihat ins ollence was great and that
his ei teaco v. as just. T/its he would never do, oven
ii his eyes never again beheld the land of his na¬
tivity.

I fa'holicsm t til ^ country would be, if they had
th' a or, quue as bad lis the.', are in :iny quartei
of the g iney are exerting themselves to their
ut u l in d vc the Bible lrom the public schools.
They are not content to get away from their poor,
mis tab. e native land and live under a liberal and

j 'l uoV' rnmen iu a iree laud, but they want, and
an; .» md. tl po 'sioie, to destroy the institutions of

land ofta .r adoption, one oi winch is the Bible.
He would warn a.l Protestauts to be on the alert
and to k "p constantly before them tho scenes that
were enacted in Philadelphia in 1X44, when a Catho¬
lic school board prohibited the reading of the Bible
in the schools, and the result was

A i.tox ens iep,
which we;i nii'li resulted in the spilling of avast
deal oi be od. As for himself he challenged the
llntnof auv Catbuiic to be elected to the School
Hoard, lor taey were not iu sympathy with the in¬
stitutions of the country at all. There were recently
thine -a teachers appointed In the schools ol this
ci;y, eleven ol whom were Catholics and but two
Protestants, and If tliey had desired to do it the
I' nd would not have appointed one single Pro¬
testant.

CI!U:sTfi\ Fit E C21LXCJI.

t' iriirt an nn Uxcniiiliir-^lrruiou by the Kcv.
(J. it. i'ontr.

The morning services iu the Christian Free
church, In Twenty-eighth street, near Uroadway,

w ere commenced yesterday morning by the singing
'

or tiie old Allssiouary Hymn, "From Greenlaud'd
I icf mounttiius," after winch the p.istor, the Kev.

i Charles B. Foote, announced as his text the
fourth verse or the tint chapter of St.
John. I. <?., "Iu Him was life, anu the
Hie was tho light of men." The rev¬
erend gentleman in ills discourse remarked that
the thought of this Scripture would have been
clearer had our translation read, "In it was lire.''
It refers to tho term word in the first verso. It gives
us to understand that the term "word" does not

! mean a vocalized utterance, nor wisdom; it means a
'

poison. The person we call Jesus. He lived amohg
I men, and is conduct Ills an example for us. It

slieds light on tae dark wars of lite.
Part < f Jesus' mission was to show us how to live.

how to be perfect mid how to plea e Gad. lie took
! liuxnu:. natur- in infancy andcarried it into the arena

j of common life. He lived iu private circles and lie
I share*! in public aflair,--. Ue knew want and sorrow

and trial mst we know it. Whoever will do as He
did will sii arc the gr i" or < :od, and like lilui gain

A COM! I.KlTi VIiT.iRV
over tie world and death and an, and will at last
be exalt i r.i tue throno and tue glory ot God.
We need give little heed to the creeds and doctrines
Kid recmdite interpretations, it wc study Christ
uuit imitate Him wo shall attain to full salvation
and to perfeo* manhood.ILt it Wi ek we traced Him tlirou7H beauteous
cMidnotKi and youth and manuood at homo ami till
Uccouseeiated Hitnsoll to His great mi ston in tue

Jordan. From IIT.« baptism and the Father's ac¬
knowledgment He went to the temptation. It was
a dark, sail part of llis lite. Almost without food or
menu or sympathy, "alone with the wild beasts."
lie lelt the power of the tempter a* severe!/ as ever
we do. Kingdoms and emoluments ana joy were
offered lliiu, but He preferred a pure life to a dis-
honorub c acceptance of them. I,el us do likewise,
and, like Him. we shall eventually gain a lasting
kingdom. From His trial He wont to tcaoh men

THK BETrRK LI KM.
And shall not we ai»o point men to the skies and
read the way Y lie teaches us ulso the uowor and
blessed i,ens of prayer. On all great occasions he
begun his work by a special season of prayer, and
he felt its sweetness and power.
He waszi>a!ous for the things of Goa. No half

work was tils. The world ever felt that tie wai in

earnest. In His devotion to God lie did not forget
men. Society, as well as self, has a claim on every
one, and who should be more worthy to golnto tho
world than those who try to lllusirate the pure li.o
of men. Some people confine their social work to
the rich, some to the poor; but lie, regardless of
mere circumstances, went wherever men were, to
bless them as men.
hike christians, Ho had often to contend against

home tntluencc. Though Ills mother sympathized
with Him, UU brethren opposed Him. Having
shown

WHAT OUR NATURE MAT BK
on eurlh, He took to the throne of Clod, whore In tho
highest splendor He exhibits to angsls and to us
what man redeemed s ;ull bo. "Let us walk In tho
llgtiU as He m as in the light."
At me conclusion of the sermon the well known

hymn, commencing "Jesus, lover or my soul," was
sung, when lie pastor invited thoio who were de¬
sirous oi participating In tne baptismal rites of the
church to come forward. A large number accepted
the invitation, alter which all present partook of tho
communion-

CHURCH OF THK IMftSlAH.

Belief in a Deity Natural to Man-Sermon by
the Hot. Or. Ilepwortta.

This handsome church was, as usual, crowded to
the doors. The ability of the pastor as an expoun¬
der of the Gospel and as an exhorter Is so well
known that Sabbath after Sabbath Unas every pew
and every scat tilled with eager listeners. At the
service yesterday Mr. Ilcpworth's text was taken
from Psalms xtv., 1."The fool liitlli said in bis heart,
there is uo Cod." He said it is a curious fact that
though early history gives tho record of a different
deity for every n.itlou, it plainly asserts that a belief
in God is universal. Atheism Is the product of civ¬
ilization. Ills philosophy run uiad. Sometimes in
the pursuit or knowledge a man will lose his balance,
and In the attempt lo grasp and cemprehcad the
great problem or tho universe he will miss
his path, Just us a traveller at night sometimes gets
off the tughwar and llucts himself in the mire. Most
atheists declare that there Is no God simply because
tney do not understand all aoout him. It is about
as sensible as It would be for a muu or ordinary edu¬
cation to den v the reality or the solar system because
ho cannot understand tho how and the why of Its
existence, Belief In Hetty is natural to human
beings. Tucy are not educated iuto it, though they
are sometimes educated out of it. Go back to the
infancy of the race, and you will And even where
some expression on the part or tho people of their
lalth in the Unseen, and, to tnetu, the Unknown.
Tho rudest savage tries 10 propitiate ami to win the
favor of his Hod, though ma conception of ill.u
be rudo in the extreme. In ttie East the
Sun aud Moon were deified : In Greece
and 'Home tne ideal man was doiilcd, anu in
later times all this has niven way belore a cultivated,
religious nature; and we worship and have faith in

a Being lntinltc m lus nature and attributes. So the
race has been at school, and has gone through the
pruncr of a worship ol material things, though they
be beautiful as ti Grecian statue, ana learned at last
to pray to the Unseen. 1 think me uumber or think¬
ers wao have arrived at

TUK DISMAL SWA Ml' OP t'TTKR NEGATION,
called it theism, is greatly exaggerated. They are
to society what waits are on a tree, and are m
about the saute proportion. Once in a while
you tlnd a man wuo commits intellectual suicide,
anu bold y asserts lus uisbeller, but be is

a monstrosity, never to be envied.always to
be pitied, There is a tinge ol atheism in
modern science, but it will not outlast
this inquisitive generation. It will undoubtedly be¬
come the strongest ally or true religion in the next
ccntury. Doultt always precedes faith in a think¬
er's history, and the doubt of to-day will certainly
change into a larger and more rational faith to-iuor-
row. Voting men, there is no condition of mind so
deplorable tind enervating as that ol permanent
doul.t. Themian wno does not believe In a l)eliy,
who once made and who now governs the world,
not us a despot, but us a wise and loving father, has
uo tnccniive to virtue, and no power to resist temp¬
tation. I cannot paint too vi\ idly the

KPlKJTfTAI. IK'ltUOItH OK ATIIKISM.
The man who dethrones God. always and ot neces-
slt.v enthrones passion and self. He who d^es not
believe in the lntinite Lawgiver becomes a law unto
himself, and la ripe tor the commission or any crimp.
Black darkness stares such a one in the lace, anil

t tie present has no value, and the future has no hope.
The old motto says, "Let us eat and drink, for to-mor¬
row we die." Only once in history have we seen the
p: mciples of atheism embodied In t ! o laws and con¬
trolling the teiiilment aua usages of society. In
Frunce, when the nation throbbed with the anguish
ol a dreadlul revolution, and when the people had
run mad and anarchy prevailed everywhere, the
established tonus ani faiths of the Church were
rudely laid aside and a poor abandoned woman
made the symbol of the people's spiritual condition.
Hut only anarchy and disorder resulted. The
nation was compelled to go bacK toiiie old faith
before pei.ee could be restored. Now, though there
Is Utile speculative atheism In the world, there are
too many men in whose lives there is no living faith
In a present Deity. If you pass logically from the
Christian lalth to a lite m which it Is nerlectly re¬
presented, from the thcoretlc to an embodied belief
in Deity, what heroism and faithfulness, what ealin
endurance and symmetry ol aoulyou discover, But
if you taice roost of

OUK LIVES JX'SY AS THEY STAND,
with all their shortcom ltips, weaknesses and even
crimes, aua dedu< e from tliem the lalth, or waut of
faith, winch would uaturaliy produce them, you
meet wiih a practical atheism in society which bodes
no good. in politics, m trade, lu the professions, in
fashionable circles, not true religion, but a sham re¬
ligion, reigns; not a (puddening faith in a God whose
law ii supreme, bu a sort of hair belief that the
whole theory of religion is on uncertain foundations.
This is the danger against which 1 would warn you.
lie.leva with your whole soul. If you doubt, Hud
your wav out into higher truth. Make your laith in
God the foundation ot your character, and then
your life will be beautiful and your luturo hopeful.

ST, PETER'S ROflAV CATHOLIC CHIRCH.

Parents and Children.Sermon by liiiliop
LiOOfthlln.

This elegant aad commodious church was yester¬
day at morning service crowded to its utmost ca¬

pacity by a devout though fashionable congregation.
It having been announced that the learned and
highly esteemed Bishop of the diocese, the Rlgnt
Rev. Dr. Loughlin, would preach, a large
number of people from other parishes at¬
tended. After,the usual services, which were
rendered very impressively, the Bishop ascended
the pulpit and preached earnestly and eloquently.
The text was taken from the Gospel of tlio day.
Luke ill., 1-6. Beginning with an examination of
the text, the venerable gentleman remarked thaf tho
subject of ills discourse would be more particularly
directed to the exposition of the duties of parents
toward their children, to themselves and to God.
There was no especial reason, be said, to urge these
duties on the congregation he was addressing, the
noble work they were carrying on m the parish de¬
monstrating that they needed

NOT BKFROOF, BUT ENCOURAGEMENT.
Yet too much could not be said in impressing on

the minds of patents that they had duties to per¬
form or vast Importance.duties which they never
could neglect or aoandon, aud for the proper dis¬
charge of which God would hold them to a strict ac-
count. lie would flrst consider what wete the duties
oi parents to God. No matter what good we may
accomplish here, if we pen.->h ourselves all is lost as
iar as we are concerned. And ttiat we may save
ourselves we inu^t, while inculcating Into the minds
of the young correct principles, set sucu an exam¬
ple to tliem by our daily walk and con¬
versation as will bring us near to (.od.
and at the same tune draw Hie little
ones to his leet. God himself established the rota¬
tions between parents ami chlidien. I'areuts arc
the agents lor bringing the children into the world,
but tliey belong to God, and he will exact an ac¬
count or the manner in which they have been
trained and brought up. And besides

THE DUTY PARENTS OWE TO Gun,
their Father, they owe a duty to themselves and to
the community at large. It may properly be stated
that a ..inn's duly begins when, before marriage, he
selccts iiis partner lor Ule. The Church expects
the co-operation of parents in the education of
the cnildren, so tfcat their hearts and minds
maybe moulded in the right lorm aud mat Got
may Dc glorified. Hence the Importance of making

a proper selection be oie marriage, ir both husband
and wife are Indifferent.11 one of them is not a
Catholic.Uow will tiie children bo educated in me
right way? The children arc the loved of God, Ills
redeemed ones aud heirs or heaven. God has
sanctified them and given ihem a> a sacred trust to
bo trained ami l-rougn up to serve God. The duty
pareius owe to thpjn Ives is not less clearly defined
than that they owe to tueir children aud the com¬
munity. if n limn talis by example as welt as
precept in training h. . children he cannot expect
that, they wilt reficct by their conduct m .;lter liie
credit upon him and be a ble.-smg. a

MAN'S DUTY TO U1M :->EI.F,
properly performed, i his duty to his family and to
the community, if you want your child to go l
cohfesslou you must go too; if you want it io be hon¬
orable, temperate and virtuous, you must yourself
possess all these virtues; aud so your example will
bo us a light to the footsteps or Uie child, leading
in tii path ot godliness and warning htm of the
snares and pllialls of t he world. Th family is the
foundation, as u wore, ol' society, aud when tiuni-

lies are pure and good society will also be pure,
i This in a trutn to whieb the Church is lully alivo.

Thai the family and the community may bo Oiled
with iaitti and Kindled with love lor the .Saviour It is
necessary that the oluldren should bo early taught
aiid trained in the ri«iit way. With this object and
for thl* purpose the Church Is here und everywhere
working wuh /.eal (or tlio establishment of schools.

1 The work In this parish has been most gratifying.
I The llev. Bishop then proceeded to relate 111* expe¬

rience on a recent visit to the lurge school connect <1
with the church, and said that

UK WAS MOltK THAN IM.EAMEP.
The school was under the direction of the Sisters

< oi Oharity and the Franciscan brothers, the former
; having In chargo the instruction of tne girls and the

l Ia.it>.t that of tbe boys' department. In order that
I the school may continue to prosper It will have to

| be liberally supported. Judging by their exertions
In the past be bad no fears lor the future. Alter
paying u high compliment to the parishioners of St.
Peter's for their zeal and liberality In every good
cause the lilshoo brought his discourse to a close.
Father Pranciola then from the altar addressed

the congregation on several subjects appertaining
to discipline, alter wlucb the service was brought
to a close.

CMJRCH OF ALL SOULS.

Civil und IleliaioiiM Liberty.Sermou by' Rev.
Dr. Hellowa.

Tbo fine, crispy weather wliiob prevailed yester¬
day had a remarkably good cffcct upon the frequent¬
ers of the above church. Hundreds (looked from all
quarters, and before the commencement of devo¬
tional excrclses the church was lined to Its utmost
capacity. The fashion and respectability ot the metro¬
polis wero worthily represented by tbe large assem¬
blage present, whose elegant and appropriate toilets
were in harmonious keeping with the sudden but
agreeable change In the atmosphere. Alter the usual
preliminary devotional exercisei tlio Itev. Dr. llel-
lows preached a sermon, taking his text from Psalms,
and proccoded to discourse upou the spread of Puri¬
tanism and the advancement of

Civil. AND KKLIOIOUS LIBERTY
throughout tho country. In referring to the religious
freedom throughout the land and the numerous
blessings which attended it, he showed the great
advantages which were to be derived from a repub¬
lican lorui of government. America bad raised tho
standard of liberty, uud her example must soon be
ioliowed by tue civilized world. European nations
had long been oppressed by

MONARCHICAL TYRANNY
and despotism, and the people were thereby de¬
prived of the uraud and noble privileges which a
free and independent administration insured. After
having commented at COMlderftbie length upon the
great diffusion of religious sentiment throughout
the land, he went on to slate that Mexico und
South America would one da.v, under proper rule,
enjoy tho civil and religious ireedoin thut prevailed
in the United States, lie then alluded to the
triumph of John Calvin and the

VIOOROl'S AND tJNKLlNCUMJ ADHERENTS
of his followers to tho cause which bo udvocated,
and in connection therewith pointed out tho great
religious advantages which resulted from the untir¬
ing energy or a noble and independent mind.
Reference having been also made to the freedom
which the press In this country enjoyed, the reve¬
rend gentleman concluded his eloquent discourse by
commending to the earnest attention of tho con-
greguliou the glorious tienellts of universal religiousfreedom.

WEST FiSTY-THiRD STREET BAPTIST
CHIRCH.

The Myiirry o( Oodlinnti.Ditdicntlon Scr-
rirw.Merraon by Rev. W. H. Pondieton.
Tlx© new Baptist church on West Fifty-third street,

having but recently been completed, divine service
was held there yesterday lor the first time. The
Feast of Dedication and memorial services con¬
nected with the opening of the new house of wor¬
ship took place daring the week, and were attended
and assisted by all the shining lights of the Baptist
Church, Yesterday the new edifice was dedicated,
and a large number of persons were in attendance.
The new building Is in the

NOItMAN' GOTHIC 9TVI.K
of architecture, and is seventy feet wide by loo
deep. The entire front of the building is composed
of the stones that served the same purpose In Dr.
Cheever'a church, which formerly stood at the corner
of Union square and Fifteenth street. The stones
were all numbered and removed to the new loca¬
tion, where they were erected lu the same form.
The structure is adorned with two towers, one of
which on the east corner reaches an attitude of 110
feet and the other eighty-live feet.

THE INTERIOR
of the new edifice is very beautiful indeed. The
pews, galleries and all tn« other wood work
Is of solid black walnut, of elegant linlsh
and graceful design. The platrorm on wlilcu
the pulpit rests extends rrom the back
wall thirteen feet, and is built of black
walnut aud elegantly carpeted. At rue back of the
platform, behind the Dulplt, there Is an open bap¬
tistry, having two entrances, on eithor end, from
which marble steps and screens lead down to the
basin. The bapiisiry is surmounted by an arched and
pedimented .canopy, supported by twenty columns
of different variegated marbles. The oharc 1 1 will
seat 1,000 persons, and in its general construction
and arrangement Is equal to any in tne city.
The services were opened with prayer and the

singing 01 the lllth hymn, after which there was
THE SERMON,

by the pastor, Rev. William H. rendicton, who took
for his text "And confessedly great is mo mystery
of godliness" (I. Timothy, ill., 10). These words,
said the reverend speaker, have not been Inaptly
called the magnificent form ol an apostolic creed.
They prelace one of the most comprehensive pas¬
sages In all the Word of God.a passage comprising
within its brief compass several fundamental arti¬
cles or the Christian latth. it comprised the princi¬
pal articles of evangelical belief, and was a con¬
densed system of divinity, m which t&e several doc¬
trines of Christ are revealed. The groat char¬
acter of Jeans Christ was acknowledged
and Ills mystical divinity proven. The
Gospel Is frequently declared to be a mystery,
and it Is disclosed for our belief, simply on the faith
of its divine origin. First among the Gospel truths
the apostle places the divine Incarnation, which Is
one of the fundamental truths upon which the doc¬
trine of Christ must rest or fall* Here the speaker
produced many arguments to prove the divinity of
Christ, and was or tne opinion that every thinking
man would come to the conclusion He w.is divine.
a perfect God and a perfect man. When the stone
was rolled from the sepulchre and the crucified
Jesus rose to Hie it ratified 0 is claims to divinity,
und we are therefore forced to the conclusion that
He was either the

OREATEST IMP0VT0R
that ever lived; or else that lie was the dear and
well-beloved Son of God.
He spoke of the treatment these truths received at

the hands of men. They were rejected on account
of their mysterious character, and the name argu¬
ment is advanced by modern sceptics In regard to
the Incarnation, which is the revelation on which all
others rest. This denied, an t Christianity sinks into
a grave from which there Is no resurrection.

All true
RELIGION Mt'ST COME FBOH GOD,

and He must oe manifest in it. In our reasonings
our starting point is ourselves; but, as wo know not
our own origin, reason can give no answer, and this
natural religion can never raise the soul above the
doubts and perplexities into which It. is
plunged. *1 he conclusion therefore Is that there
is a higher revealed religion coming from God,
founded on divine revelation, and 11 lrom God is
mysterious, for God himself Is a mystery, in con¬
clusion, he said, these truths, being divine, became
Infallible, and to renounce them because they were
mvsterieus would be to return to chaos. We should
iec our faith lu them increase, and snow It by our
love for Christ,

THE PRAYER OK DEDICATION
was then offered by Rev. A. G. Palmer, D. D., wlio
pravcil long and earnestly Tor the success of tlic
object for which the church was built. to bring
sinners to Christ. At the conclusion of the prayer
the dedication hymn, beginning

O, bow Thine oar, Klarnat Oar !
On Thee our heart adoring call*;

To Thee the follower* ol Thv Son
11 ere raised, auil now ilcvott* thc«e walls,

was sung, and, with a blessing from the pastor, tho
services ended.

CHIRCH OF THE HOLY TRIMTY.

"Heboid there Ktandeth One Amenu: You
Wlioiu Ye Know Not".A .Sermon by tbe
Rev. U. T. Tracy.
The odd, straggling, coscy structure dedicated to

the worship of God, and dear to a fashionable con¬

gregation, known as the Church of the Holy Trinity,
was well tilled yesterday afternoon to listen to a

sermon by the Rev. C. P. Tracy. The music at tills
church Is, perhaps, as finely rendered as at any
place of worship in the city, being under the direc¬
tion of the famous organist, Mr. Henry Eyre iirown,
and the list of singers includes Miss Amanda M.
Wells, soprano; Alias Mary K. ilaucc, contralto; Mr.

! Weeks, teii'.r, and Mr. Thomas, basso. The selec-
I tlon yesterday VM particularly line, including an

opening voluntary extempore, Brown;
J'utrio, cliaut; Jionuiii a.it, Benedict; l'salni
41, Mendelssohn; liynin 41, Handel; and in
conclusion a voluntary upon tne organ from
die 1) minor quartet, ilia liev. Mr. Tracy said
Unit Christ came to save man from tlie punishment
winch lie hud Justly merited by his sins. Alan was
weak and suffering temptations on every hand, but
Goil was merciful, and it was from tout infinite
mercy that He hcui ills son ou earth

TO REDEEM Till; WOIU.II.
Jesus came to us in ilctiileiiein m the guise of tho

poorest and saddest of our race, having an inex¬
pressible love for us wiilcli covered us with Its glory
and its protecting light. Km. we must walk m that
light, we must feel mc iuHueucc of that love and

he guided by the divine hand to walk la the
narrow way towards heaven, lie, the glorious and
holy one, stood uiaong in uud many knew not of Ills
comlmr. Ills g odlike wisdom has been the beacon
light ah iulug upon groat and pious souls for eiKU-
leen centuries. It lliutnlDos the gams through which
we must enter heaven, and It reveals the darkness
of the nether depths. The reverend speaker con¬
cluded with an eloquent exordium to his hearers,
beseeching them to seen the way of eternal Ufa.

ST* MVS CHURCH.

Lcet.rc by tbo K.v. Tkomu* 8. Pre«.to. on

St. Ann's Catholic church was crowded last even-

ing by an attentive congregation, who wore presi n
tor the purpose of hearing Father Preston's promised
lecturo on Indulgences.
The reverend gentleman made his appearance at

ten minutes to eight o'clock and spoke r«r an hour
and a quarter on the subject with earnestness,
ability and eloquence. Before entering, howev r. on
the matter Bet down for discourse he stated that the
collection to be taken up In the evening would be for
the benoin ol me new church, and lie hoped those
present would give largo contributions, lie assured
them thai they would have larger accommodations
in the new edifloe than they had in the old church,
where they had so often prayed and worshipped.
The new church would be dedicated on the 1st of
January. The Archbishop will oUiclate on that
occasion, and also preach the de ltcatory sermon, at
half-past ten o'clock In the morning and in me
evening, at vespers, the iSlshop or Brooklyn Is to
address the congregation. lie (Father Pre.ton)
hoped to give his next series of lectures in the new
church, whore ho would give them larger accommo¬
dations, and he thcroioro hoped ihey would a*sis
him, in mnkiug their contrlbutl i s accordingly.

HLKSalNQ TltK 11HI.1.H FOB 'I'll If NKW OlIUKOII.
Father Preston utso announced tuat on Wednes¬

day evening next, at halt-pa-st seven ""clock, the
Archbishop would oftlclato In this. chuicU at the
blessing of the bells for the new church.

SBilYICK* KOH CHUI8TMAS PAT.
The llrst mass will be at six o'cloc k, and there

will also bo masses at seven, eight, nine and halt-
oast teu o'clock. the last l eiug a high mass, inero
iv ,1! i>c» no vespers on Christ in. s Day, but last .na'W
Is to .'lose wltu benediction of the 1 ;,rjssffisys" rsa=«33*

aiUlress'tUo''"'1.^ l? he were'No ttempt to remove the
misunderstandings ol Protestants on tmis

inJo.1 ; uat I noCauiolic Church granted .ndulgcnces to <-oiuum j ^

who believed that"! goTitleman in
said to him. "Your Church grants in lui.tnte
commit sin." He (KatUer ^^"''^^Vto n-as it he was not in earnest, ns he did not like io in

ar S>sc iJS

"¦"-SSrssrjssatfsya
swssr i£. sshTsT fgriAUit'apii

not and what they were They were

rCo°eCan'l he ought not fo be oDl.^e l to say l. to
any ProtcstauU ood had not the power to

COMMIT SIN,
T.

according to the VVoia, wnicn a
couklre1?1 ' -l.vJ sinner who was not penitent.

-a in tmltilffPnCQ WU3 til "5 lCIIlONUi Oi LllO
punishment due to sins tOTgiven^Ju the^sa-crament of having rendered lllm thoAlinigliiy "O'

j t( sins eomniitted since Illsreatc st satisract on^oi reiuiwioa, whollybaptism. Aninoiugenca w
lsUm,jnt t(ll0 l0 sin

Rfter l^ was fo^iven. ami 'he Chuich had power tornmiV thJit temporal punishment on certain court t-uotis, and s^o remove the temporal pumshmeut due
to the sin forgiven.^^ y ch|jbck
ihorr* wfts a severe and exact discipline which
was thi'ii necessary, as the Church cou*i

jcwHblr015wPT«l""demanded0 '

certain ponljh-^ncw'lawr1^9 'BmST demanded "u'. at
those who sinned grievously should do p£"a&Lt'mid suil'er punishment for their sm-. ihue w«-s
tiien nubile coniession and public penance lot
.

'
Whi..i| obinred persons to bo absent from

mass and prostrate M?etnselvos at the doors o. the
church, to fast and put ou sackcloth and a dies for
a lCl reverend gentleman then went on to show-
how he temporal punishment due to forgiven sin.

TH.P.AP,
nef -rin'r mIiih deeds Rod other good works. HoS-varmuste^of nature in support m h,

ibr c^n^ic
ri.nreh and fu conclusion, ably answered thoseC0',i .hiii mduUrences Interfered with i lie directwho sa d VV.ri

'
t It couUl not be an Interference

wuh Uie merit's or Christ when the priest hood or tho
Catholic Church sought io apply Hie graces of Ohtlst
to the healing and salvation of men's souls.

LYRIC iIMA.,

1'lte 1'llgrim'a Projtrenii iiotu £nginnd to
New btiglaiirf* Inim rbe i'nNt lo (lie Pre¬
sent) nail from (be Iudll'.'ereut to the .Dif¬
ferent.-.Sermon by the ttev. O. C. 1'roiU-
ingbum.
A multitude or Christians and a sprinkling of

pagans were congregated in Lyric Hall yesterday to
listen to tlie sermon o! the Rev. Mr. Frotlungham.
There were among them many beautiful women
anil many bearded men, all admirers of the famous
divine. Miss Gibbs, the beautiful arm clear-volccd
soprano; Mr. llaws and Mr. Clapp, sung

WONDERI' I'LLY WliLL,
ana Mrs. Hopper presided at the organ with her
usual grace. 'I lie musical selection was as follows:.
"Hear Our Prayer," irom the Kyrlc; "Farmer's
Mass; "As rant.s the Heart lor Cooling Streams,"
from Franz, i<y S. Jackson; hymn tea, ami air
from "Alet," by Cole. Among those present during
the service was Dr. (Rabbi) Isaac Wise, of the
Jewish tabernacle, Cincinnati. The Rev. Mr.
Frothlngham said:.1 spoke last Sunday morning
on t no elements of character. I propose
to speak tht-i morning on an episode of history.

J wo Hundred and liity years ago one iiundr.'d and two
persons landed at Plymouth, wiiuro iin .y proposed to
practise tneir religion unaweu by power aud un¬
influenced l>y terror. These persons Had first taken

A KKFCGU IN 1IOLLANO,
but Anally left the shores ot thai country 011 the Gth
of December for America, where they arrived on the
llth of November. They sen*. out expeditions from
Capo Cod, where they landed, to me southern
coast, and finally on the 21st ol December.we
celebrate the a2d.they settled in the harbor
of Plymouth. Receiving additions iroin timo to
time they Anally reached 21,000 in unmoor. Then
the immigration lrom the mother country lull
off. It is sale to say at this day that one-tiunl 01 the
entlro population of the baited States may trace its
origin to these 1:0,000.

TOE FRENCHMAN
Do Tocquevllle discerned the influence of these
people on all the institutions of the country. He
sai l it extended first through uelgauonug estates
and then to more remote ones, till tt liaaliy per¬
meated and influenced all. This ikuuenco was not
borifnf their numbers, for they were few; not from
their knowledge, because inei were uneducated,
success caaie irom tlie.r earnestness and their In-
dustry.

THE Y WERE TOILER*
In England they aaa been fanners and artisans

In Holland they followed the uidustuesol the coun¬
try; lr, America they relic I upon their muscle. It
was upon a Saturday afternoon iiiev lauded, and
t no next day was Christmas, but onihaLdaj iliey
worked uueeaslnglj. They first oulit a bloc* house
to guard against the attacks ot t no in nam,
and tiien they went to work at the forests and
sterile tauds, to transform them to productive fields.
To-day Now England has In taxable property aside
from its asylums, Its public schools. Its hospitals,
its libraries and its otfier publiu and beneficiary In¬
stitutions 01 every kind,

ONE BILLION DOLLARS.
It cm give tv> every one o,* it'; men, women and

children e.^in dollars and eighty Cents, and can give
a dollar to every one 01 the thousand millions of

human beings tipon tlieglob '. In tno»o J,i\s stock
vbbing. iroid gambling aud ui'j other soootous

swindles of to-day wore unknown. Men worked
and (struggled where now you Hud them

IULK Ul'ON TUB SIDKW ALKd.
In our days It is thouKhc honorable for men to

smuggle themselves into pubile oillce, there to llva
aslOtnfUl lire, eating the food gained by taxation of
the people. There Is no damnation for those who
work, and nothing else but damnation for those wUo
do not work. Idleness and luxury are as destructive
as disease. See how the superb French nation ha®
beeu eaten out ai the core auu in the soul till, beforo
Uea afthe Unmh 8lur<1^ ' Wording German, it crutn-

THK PHULURITT OP TIIB PILOK1M3
was not that they wero Calvlnists. Their reliffloft
was u spiritual one. 'I hey took the sucrameui outor the bread and wine; thoy made holv no attar'
they consecrated no church nor man- thev mauetlielr ground hoiy by holiness;

T11KV MAKHIKD WITHOUT A PRIEST
and thoy burled their dead without a prayer Intheir earliest coming they founded Harvard andthey made a nobler advance when they gave'blrmto the public schools where every child might learn
81 III the Pilgrims were not models or charity, per¬
haps the finest specimen of the New England typoto-day.the man of rarest virtues and of groatest
st'if-.-acriflce is one of the most bitter aud lutoliv
rant of reformers.the persecuted, and not always
last to persecute.

I Mill <11 OF ST PAUL THE APOSTLE.

Sermon by Iter. Father Hpencrr on Trie
Happiness.

In tho above named edifice the usual nnmerous
throng or worshlpxiors assembled at half-past ten
yesterday, lilgh mass was celebrated by Fathor
Lake, while the choir rang out tho solemn strains of
the Kirrte, Gloria aud credo In a very lmpreastvo
manner.
The sermon was of the same philosophical charac¬

ter 113 those usually delivered by the Paullst Fathers.
The preacher discussed the remarkable question of
happiness, which has attracted the attention ol
philosopher* in every ago. lie contended
throughout tliut since no happiness could
be true anil real except it were enduring, tho per¬
ishable goods and pleasures ofthisiworld cannot
constitute the object or happiness, and that God
alone is tlio object of true joy. The text was tna
words, 'lie that Is blessed ou the Earth is blessed
also In God." Ilow la it, observed tl»e speaker, that,
notwithstanding the general pursuit of happiness
on tue part or mortals, so lew find it ? Hccause they
seek not the true object or happniess.they look for
it In the multiplicity of thiugs, Instead of concen¬
trating their desires on tue oue highest God, who
is from ilio beginning, the essence of all beauty
aud perfection, tiie vu*t sea and the overflowing

FOUNTAIN OF ALL OliLIUUT.
Since this is indisputable our next aim should t>o

to determine the iie-i means of finding iltm. This
we can do by cndeavprl.ig to become perfect In our
slate, whatever it may be. Christians may be <11-
vlded into three classes lay people, clerical and
religious. Tho first aud third classes are tne most
numerous, yet the same maxim applies to each.
Perfection is not :or tne cloister alone. Christ fiays to
nil ot us, "lie ye there. ore pcrfect, as your Heavenly
Father 18 perrcct." The ancient Christians under¬
stood this, mid won tne admiration of the pagans.
Kings, and warriors aim men ot everv ranK in by-
gone times by obeying tills mandate have been deco¬
rated wlta the immortal crown and received the
sublime title of saint, 'the

SO CALLED "DAR(C AOK9"
have been illumined by uiinumoereu brilliant lights
ol fcoroic sanctity, aud tiiere is no reason why our
age should not be like unto those. "The religeuse,"
says St. Bernard, "finds pirieoiion in becoming a
living image or his crucified Master." The laity will
liud consolation in patiently bearing their crosses,
in casting a'slde the spirit of vanity and by devout
attendance at mass, oy charity, mortification and
prayer. Then will their hearts be filled with a true
joy, especially on Christmas morning, when they
Bhall find that spiritual joy by far transcends ma-
reri.il comfort. The preacher co-v;luded b , quoting

a beautiful passage, inspiring the same sentiments
with which he himself was imoued daring his dis¬
cern so.

BROOKLYN CHUitCHE3.

PLYMOUTH CHi'ttCfl.

Another Dramatic IVrforuianca at Plymouth
' hurch.A Sermon on tbn "Anatomy of
KcpMtniiffi" with Illustrations of tlu<
Pathetic Hide of Einbczzlemrat aud Drunk-
cnncaM.
Tlie aucccss attained aud the fame derived by the

Introduction of light comedy by Mr. Beecher last
Sunday nad, no douht, its etfoct lu counselling ltd
continuance yesterday morula?. Following tlie
practice or successful theatrical managers, who run

lor a succession of nights a successful piece, Mr.
Beecher will, no doubt, continue tills histrionic style
ol Instruction so long as a crowdcd house aud a

more Intern ifled attention testify to the power of its
charm over tlie auditory whom lie addresses.
Yesterday morning lie pre.i 'hed upon the "Anatomy
of ltepontance." Tliis subject did not scera
to airjrd him tliat. opportunity for conilo
pantomime and risible illustrations that
lighter themes or Inquiry had been so

powerful in developing, but there was a sufficient
margin ror humor and embodied caricature of cer.

tain phases of human life to provoke a merriment
thafYan alo ig "the scalo of smiles to audible hearty
laughtar. Tlie direct appeals to conscience, the
delineations that dissected the frailties of humanity
so nakedly that the wicked mau turned irom the
portrait of himself as

A GUILTY THING 8CRPKISK0,
and the pathos (hat threw around the undying love
or a comely-faced sister ror her gay and careless
brother, a divine radiance that gave i;er a celestial
beauty, were achievements in pulpit oratory that
sent tlie tear trickling down many a cheek \yhose
nppcarance and manner had previously indicated
that they v, ere present only lor their weekly amuse¬
ment.
The text selected wfis tlie tenth verse of the sev¬

enth chapter of Haul's secmi epistle to tne Corin¬
thian-."For godly Borrow woraeUi repeutaucc to
salvation not 10 be repented of; but the sorrow of
the world worketh death."
The nomenclature ot the Gospel had been grtatly

misunderstood and '.lit; plainness 01 lis meaning per¬
verted by the desire ol the teachers of religion,
both inlnls'erB and laymen, to drill the people who
wero instructed by them luto tlieological views.
That kind ol instruction had not been without Its
benefit; for when a man had bj living faith been en-
dov.cd with a renewed nature nls knowledge 01 that
which lie did believe was pretty complete. Repent¬
ance was a thing in itself the most lannliar, and one
in which there seemed to be the least possibility ol
being stiiied. Uepeutauce was simply ilia
process by which a m.ui finds when he is

going wrong, and by ills repentance goes
and doe3 right. A number of slinp.e illustra¬
tions were then given by Mr. Beecher illustrative
of tne act ol' repentance in the every day affairs of
common lite. The resentence spoken ol in the lliblo
and In the text was. however different. That re¬
pentance was put in .i .generic form; for in t hat wo
were called upon to repent for a whole lire. The
mode l:i which ilils repentance had been accustomed
to describe and tne illustrations used, as the conver¬
sion of Paul, b.v teachers o the Christian truth had
added to the uiys;i!!cation of .Ins generic repeut¬
aucc. Tlie emotional and

Tin: DHAMATIO ELEMENTS
in these wondrous conversions were spoken of by
these teachers os though they were inevitable to
every real conversion. i'bo nad dramatic poetry
givon in the pulpit and the experience room
had given men a bad aud erroneous
idea of repentance. Then there was another
popular error. It was supposed that a
man who repented under tne scriptural Idea ol
repentance dh: so und^r the direct uuluence of tlie
Spirit ol Hon, and u re' ore it. was expected iliut
th" manifestations or that repentance would bo
altogether a dl He ».<...!, ming to the ordinary mode of
repentance. Now the actions that flowed from llio
influence <>r mo spirit ol <«od wore the same as those
which were manli'e-'.eit under ordinary influence.!,
and were not supposed to develop anythiug tuat
was outside hi.' normal use 01 our faculties.
Let them e« ndderau ordmr.ry case of repent.uira

j in everyday life. A young man who comes to t no
city from the Influences of a welt directed home,
wheu lie tlrst experiences

TnK l-'lOlitKN 4TION OK C1TV LIFE
' and city companionship, begins to he ashamed of

i Ins little economies, u:s innocence, his simplicity
and his temper,i nee. He has no; the means to
do as others do, but he lueis that he must
have the means, and the means mast
be found. Now, there I- not wanting at

I that moment some guileful devil wh Is ready enough
to suggest tha thci means inaj *¦e obtained by
little borrowm.'vs. He >corns to tlueve, to take that
which is not HI own; (- v/ni replace h at tne end or
the mouth; but thru tie has Ins o.tnl bill to pay at
the end of the mouth am! other pavm'-uts to make,

I and lie put."- off Hit- repayment of Ins borrowing.-.
| unto the end of the. next month, liy aud by this

j thing coeson to larger proportions null! lie fiorror
[ of the fear of detection comes upon him and. he

btons, and alter the nraotice of economy and tem-
i pi ranee he pun cs <>ue morning u note upon Ins

; employer - desk idling him ol Ins delinquency, aaic-
! log lit 11 to at'.'.'pt i lie t-uclose.l check, which covers

I prtartpa ind tcrest, and telling lura that hence-
tot tli tic: an e. :.i man. "Now, that's repentance,
ain't it ' ami you understand it."

a \ was sketched bv Mr. Bcecher,
who, iie .. id. h.i" not of mat kind ol geniality tiiat
resembled

STICKS OF CANUV
that stand ei,.e; m tumbler glares lo display their
sweetness, but of that kind of geniality ami
amiability iini oiti'u.sc.i Itself every where, .iiKe the
sugar in ten whttk sweetened it, but you oid iioi

j know where the sugar was. Milliard playing, the
drinking that followed, the conviviality of genial

; companionship, the contraction habits of dissipo-
! Hon. the silent, almost tutcousoious. Intervention of

a loviiiK. piiivliig -ister, the re .>i\e o give ail* up.
I the alteration ol that res. eve in the Hooso of the

I uiuuatci' WCW ail dnun^UcaUy uorlravoU b.v Ur.


